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Composer's Programme Notes:

The work is designed as a recital piece and is as concise in structure as the composer
deemed possible. Cast in a single movement there are three independent 'mood’' sections

each of a contrasting nature. Mood 1 (Agitato) opens the work with a 'fanfare' style

motif followed by a 'tango' subject. These alternate until Mood 2 (Delicato) is reached

and a much more expressive quality emerges. Mood 1 returns briefly to be followed by a

return of the Mood 2 material. This then leads into a new, and once only played, Mood 3
(Tranquillo — misterioso) in which the solo instrument is muted. The work closes with

Mood 1 plus an additional coda/cadenza finale section which exhausts the 'tango’ @
properties. The work has a tonal centre of F (it certainly begins and ends on that pitch) C)
though moves around on a pair of related note rows, one aggressive, the other mild t

provide contrasts based on classical sonata principles. As a closing comment, the ta Q
property was included not just because I wanted a more familiar @spect to be pr

and something which audiences could relate to but, mischie ecause th

dedicatee is married to a dancer, albeit a Brazilian and not a&t ian! K

The first performance of this work was given by J rlay (tu h Kasia Wieczorek (piano)

in the Bruckner Haus, ria on 29" Ju 012
as part of the Internggio a/Euphoniwg Conference.
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for James Gourlay

SONATA for TUBA and PIANO

in one movement

MARTIN ELLERBY

Mood 1: Agitato (J =c. 136)
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